
Learn more about Parchment 

Generalities

Parchment is obtained from the recycling of raw skins from animals breeded for food, without any species
restrictions, but the most commonly used are those of sheep, goats and cattle. Among the skins of cattle, the
most prized are those of stillborn calves which allow to produce a very thin parchment, called vellum. This
term then passed into the vocabulary of stationery to designate high quality paper. On the other hand, it is
inappropriate to speak of vegetable parchment.

After hair removal and various washing steps, only the derm remains, which has a smooth appearance, more
or less white, more or less translucent, from 0.1 to 3.5mm thickness depending on the species and the age of
the animal, and of an unfailing solidity.

On the parchment thus obtained, nevertheless, one can still distinguish:
- on the one hand the outer part of the animal called « flower side », by the design left by the implantation
of the hairs called « grain », which is characteristic of the species,
- On the other hand the inner side called « flesh side » which is always more velvety and clearer than the
other, because the collagen fibers are less tight there.

It is common to hear that parchment is tanned or semi-tanned. This is not the case, because if we consider
the definition of tanning, this operation consists in fixing molecules of tannins to those of the dermis; during
the manufacture of parchment there is never any contact with tannins. We are talking about parchment and
not leather. But it is not irreversible. The parchment obtained can be wet again and tanned to make leather.

Technical Data

Aspect

To the touch, parchment is smoother and softer on the flower side (outside of the animal) than on the flesh
side. Its natural color is depends on the color of the animal and can vary from white to cream, but also from
brown to black. The thickness depends on the nature and age of the animal and can vary between 0.1and
3.5mm.
Resistance

Extremely stronger than paper of equal thickness, it is almost impossible to rip it, unless it has apreliminary
notch.
Light behaviour

Naturally translucent, it allows light to pass through.
Heat behaviour

Heated dry over a flame, it curls up irreversibly. Heated in water, it becomes glue (hide glue, parchment
glue).
Humidity behaviour

Parchment is very sensitive to humidity variations. Used dry, it tends to warp strongly in humidity if it is not
kept stretched arround its edge, or glued. Wet parchment takes on water, becomes soft and thickens. This
can be useful for sheathing objects, the shape of which it will take on drying, provided it is maintained by
stapling, gluing, sewing…but be careful, at the parchment dries, it pulls on the support.
Gluing

The recommended glue is vinyl glue or white glue. To improve the collage and unify the background, some
artisans insert canvas or paper between the support and the parchment.
Due to the parchment translucency, the color of the interfacing or cardboard will modify the final rendering.
This can be useful to give a warmer or colder tone to the whole.
Possible treatments on parchment

Informations collected from user customers indicate that it is possible to write on it, tint it,print it, sand it to
thin it, paint it, wax it, varnish it…
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Everything about the Parchment manufacturing steps

A collaborationbetween the museum team and the illuminating students of
the Association « d’Or et de Pigments ». The Tannerie Parcheminerie Dumas
publishes a 24-pages booklet «Le Parchemin, Fabrication et Usages»,
detailing all the steps of the Parchment production, illustrated with photos
and 13 illuminations in 15th century style. (FormatA5)

Offered with this one, the booklet of selected
illuminations, containing 4 cards to be
detached to try your hand to illumination.

This booklet is on sale for 

10€ on the online store!

DVD - Au pays du cuir… Il était une fois le parchemin…

In the town of Annonay, whose legend says that it was founded by
parchment makers, he is a parchment maker, son and grandson of
parchment maker, who perpetuates traditional know-how and devotes a
communicative passion to this profession! This one and a strong will
allowed him to create a museum space.
Around Frédéric showing all the steps of parchment manufacturing,are
his wife, who is in charge of the museum, Mathieu Gounon, a young
historian specialized in leather industries in Annonay and volunteers of the
association that manages and animates the museum. We also meet
artists using parchment in their activity : Anne-Lise Courchay, parchment
designer, Marie-Ange Petit, percussionist, André Fabre, manufacturer of
Provencal tambourines.

DVD5 – Colour – 16/9 – 64mn
MontMiandonFilms – http://montmiandonfilms.free.fr

This DVD is on sale for 12€ 

on the online store!


